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JILL BELLI 

jill.belli04@citytech.cuny.edu 
  
Education 
Ph.D., English, The Graduate Center, CUNY, New York, NY                        2012 

Doctoral Certificates: American Studies, Interactive Technology & Pedagogy      
B.A., English, Classical Studies, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA                       2002
  
(select) Academic Positions 
Associate Professor, English, New York City College of Technology, CUNY            2018–Present 
Assistant Professor, English. New York City College of Technology, CUNY                                   2012– 2018  
Instructional Technology Fellow, Macaulay Honors College, CUNY                                     2009–2012 
Consultant, Writing Center, Baruch College, CUNY       2011–2012, 2005–2006 
Chancellor’s Teaching Fellow, Adjunct, English, Queens College, CUNY                                    2006–2009

            
Research/Teaching Interests
Writing Studies, Creative Nonfiction, Nature Writing, Writing to Heal 
Medical Humanities, Narrative Medicine, Health Communication, Disability Studies 
Happiness Studies, Wellness Industries, Grief Studies 
Cultural Studies, American Studies, Utopian Studies, Science Fiction, Parapsychology, The Occult 
Digital Humanities, Critical Data Studies, Instructional Technology 
Scholarship of Teaching and Learning, Education Theory and Policy
 
(select) Publications 
“The Fool’s Journey: The Tower.” perhaps. summer 2026. 
Zylstra, Geoff, et al. “The Importance of Humanities in a Career-Focused Educational Environment.” Journal  

of Interdisciplinary Studies in Education, vol. 13, no. 2, 2024, pp. 61–80. 
https://doi.org/10.32674/a6307h71 

“More than Friendship: The Golden Girls as Intentional Community.” The 25 Sitcoms that Changed  
Television: Turning Points in American Culture. Eds. Laura Westengard and Aaron Barlow. ABC- 
CLIO/Greenwood, December 2017. 137–151. 

“Winston as ‘Sentimental Archaism’: The Role of Nostalgia in George Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four.”  
Critical Insights: Nineteen Eighty-Four. Ed. Thomas Horan. Salem Press, 2016. 83–97. 

“Why Well-Being, Why Now? Tracking an Alternate Genealogy of Emotion in Composition.” Composition  
Forum. 34 (Summer 2016). 

“Unhappy? There’s an App for That: Tracking Well-Being through the Quantified Self.” Digital Culture &  
Society. 2.1 (March 2016), 89–104. 

Miller, Benjamin, et al. “The Roots of an Academic Genealogy: Composing the Writing Studies Tree.” Kairos:  
A Journal of Rhetoric, Technology, and Pedagogy, 20.2 (Spring 2016). 

 
(select) Grants/Awards/Fellowships/Residencies 
PSC-CUNY Cycle 57 Research Award. Beautiful War, $7,000. 2026–2027. 
Fellowship Leave, Beautiful War, New York City College of Technology, CUNY, 2026–2027. 
Artist-in-Residence, Estudio Corazón, Ghost Ranch, Abiquiu, NM. May 29–June 11, 2023. 
Redressing Whiteness in a Crowdsourced Space: Networks of Support in Writing Studies. Year of Data in  

Society, University of Pittsburgh, PA, $7,254. (PI: Benjamin Miller). 2021–2022. 
OpenLab Integration, Community. Digital Pathways Project. Hispanic Serving Institutions STEM and  

Articulation Program Title III, Part F. U.S. Department of Education, Borough of Manhattan  
Community College, CUNY, New York City College of Technology, CUNY, John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice, CUNY), $6,000,000. 2016–2021. 

https://perhapsmagazine.com/about/?srsltid=AfmBOooSy6O15dOtxFVmD20AqAzD_Dan9NfQRmVcMBCFoYt-RbfVpDd8
https://doi.org/10.32674/a6307h71
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Co-Director, OpenLab Integration. Opening Gateways to Completion: Open Digital Pedagogies for Student  

Success in STEM. Title V Cooperative Arrangement, U.S. Department of Education, Borough of  
Manhattan Community College, CUNY; New York City College of Technology, CUNY, $3,225,178. 
2015–2020. 

Pedagogies of Happiness. CUNY Book Completion Award, $5,000. 2019–2020. 
Fellowship Leave, Pedagogies of Happiness, New York City College of Technology, CUNY, 2019–2020. 
Co-Director, Curricular & Community Development. Learning in the Public Square: An Open Platform for  

Humanities Education. NEH Digital Humanities Implementation Grant. Commons in a Box; The  
OpenLab, $389,322. 2016–2018. 

PSC-CUNY Cycle 48 Research Award. Utopian Hope and Digital Happiness: An Expanded Understanding of  
Well-Being, $3,500. 2017–2018. 

Kairos Service Award. The Writing Studies Tree. Co-recipients Benjamin Miller, Amanda Licastro. 2015. 
Faculty Fellow, NEH Making Connections: Engaging the Humanities at a College of Technology, New York  

City College of Technology, CUNY. 2014–2015. 
Faculty Fellow, A Living Laboratory: Revitalizing General Education for a 21st-Century College of Technology.  

New York City College of Technology, CUNY. 2013–2014. 
PSC-CUNY Cycle 45 Research Award. Pedagogies of Happiness: What Self-Help, Positive Psychology, and  

Positive Education Teach about Well-Being, $3,500. 2014–2015. 
The Writing Studies Tree: An Academic Genealogy. Provost’s Digital Innovation Grant, The Graduate Center, 

CUNY, $8000. Co-recipients: Benjamin Miller, Amanda Licastro. 2013–2014. 
CUNY Student Leadership Award, The Graduate Center, CUNY. 2010–2011. 
 
(Select) Presentations 
"Tarot as Intuitive Literacy." Conference and our Conversations, 2026 4C (Conference on College  

Composition and Communication), 6 March 2026. Cleveland, OH. 
“Writing in/as Medicine.” Bridging Worlds: Writing and Wellbeing in a Time of Division, 2025 Conference on  

Writing and Well-Being, 5 June 2025, St. John’s University, New York, NY. 
“Pandemics and the Utopian Potentiality of Grief.” “Living in the End Times: Utopian and Dystopian  

Representations of Pandemics in Fiction, Film and Culture.” Cappadocia, Turkey (Virtual  
Conference, due to COVID-19). 15 January 2021. 

“Performing Public Writing: The Composing Community of City Tech’s OpenLab.” Conference on College  
Composition and Communication Annual Convention, Pittsburgh, PA, 15 March, 2019. 

“Opening Education with City Tech’s Open Lab.” Going Deeply Digital: Promises and Challenges of the  
Digital Curriculum in Higher Education. Fort Lauderdale, FL, 16 February, 2019. 

“Pedagogies of Happiness.” “Educating Affects” stream, Capacious: Affect Inquiry / Making Space,  
Lancaster, PA, 10 August, 2018. 

“City Tech’s OpenLab as Digital Writing.” “Digital Phronesis: Code/Culture/Play,” Computers and Writing  
Annual Conference, Fairfax, VA, 25 May, 2018. 

“Building a Culture of Pedagogy from the Platform Up.” “Transforming Education through Open  
Approaches,” Open Education Global Conference, Delft, Netherlands, 24 April, 2018. 

“Deepening our Disciplinary Understanding: The Writing Studies Tree as Purposeful Cultivation.”  
Conference on College Composition and Communication, Portland, OR, 16 March, 2017. 

“Happiness and Utopia: Taking Stock and Looking Forward.” North American Society for Utopian Studies  
Annual Conference, St. Petersburg, FL, 29 October 2016. 

“Computers & ... Professional and Technical Writing.” Invited speaker, Town Hall. Computers and Writing,  
Rochester, NY, 21 May 2016.  

“Writing Well-Being into our Pedagogy, Scholarship, and Discipline.” Conference on College Composition  
and Communication, Houston, TX, 8 April, 2016. 

“Let’s Stop Talking about ‘Technology,’ & Talk about Pedagogy …” Invited respondent, “21st Century  
Approaches to Teaching Utopian Studies.” North American Society for Utopian Studies Annual 
Conference, Pittsburgh, PA, 7 November, 2015. 
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“Happiness Flows: Uncovering the Infrastructure Driving the Global Resurgence of Well-Being.” North  

American Society for Utopian Studies Annual Conference, Pittsburgh, PA, 6 November, 2015. 
“Education and Utopia.” Roundtable. North American Society for Utopian Studies Annual Conference,  

Pittsburgh, PA, 5 November, 2015. 
“Opening Education: Connecting and Collaborating on City Tech's OpenLab.” Project Demo. HASTAC  

(Humanities, Arts, Science, and Technology Alliance and Collaboratory) Conference, East Lansing,  
MI, 28 May, 2015. 

“A Place to Learn, Work, and Share: Composing, Connecting, and Collaborating on City Tech’s OpenLab.”  
7C Computer Connection, Conference on College Composition and Communication, Tampa, FL, 21 
March, 2015. 

“Digital Desire and Utopian Dreams: Building the Good Life from Happy Data.” Invited speaker. 
“The Architecture of Happiness,” New York City’s World Information Architecture Day, New York, NY, 21  

February, 2015. 
“The Rhetoric of Utopia in the Digital Humanities.” North American Society for Utopian Studies Annual  

Conference, Montreal, Canada, 24 October, 2014. 
“Roundtable on Teaching Utopianism.” North American Society for Utopian Studies Annual Conference,  

Montreal, Canada, 24 October, 2014. 
“Happy Data, Happy Bodies.” Imaginaries of the Future: Historicising the Present, Montreal, QC, Canada, 21  

October, 2014. 
“Unhappy? There’s an App for That: Digital Happiness, Data Mining, and Networks of Well-Being.” Digital  

Humanities, Lausanne, Switzerland, 11 July, 2014. [Finalist: Paul Fortier Prize] 
“Digital Desire and Utopian Dreams: Building the Good Life from Happy Data.” European Utopian Studies  

Society Annual Conference, Prague, Czech Republic, 4 July, 2014. 
“Evaluating Well-Being: Competing Visions of Happiness and Utopia.” Utopographies: Evaluation,  

Consensus and Location, Chelsea College of Art and Design, London, UK, 28-29 March, 2014. 
“The Composition of Happiness: Freshman Writers’ Assessment of Well-Being in Higher Education.”  

Conference on College Composition and Communication, Indianapolis, IN, 21 March, 2014. 
“Educating Desire, but in Whose Interest?: Re-thinking Hope, Positive Psychology, and Utopia.” North  

American Society for Utopian Studies Annual Conference, Charleston, SC, 15 November, 2013. 
“Unhappy? There’s an App for That: Digital Happiness, Data Mining, and Networks of Well-Being.” Invited  

talk. Utopography: Imaging, Representing and Critiquing Imagined Worlds, Newcastle, UK, 20 
September, 2013. 

“Not Happiness, but Hope: Reframing the Current Debates on Well-Being.” European Utopian Studies  
Society Annual Conference, New Lanark, Scotland, 2 July, 2013. 

“The Writing Studies Tree: Coding Composition Genealogies.” Computers and Writing, Frostburg, MD, 7  
June, 2013. 

 “‘Drafting Happiness’: Comprehensive Soldier Fitness, Curriculum Design, and the Composition 
Classroom.” Conference on College Composition and Communication, Las Vegas, NV, 14 March, 2013. 
“The Rhetoric of Resiliency: Complicating the Core Values of the United States Army Comprehensive Soldier  

Fitness Program.” North American Society for Utopian Studies Annual Conference, Toronto, Ontario,  
6 October, 2012. 

“Composing Genealogies: A Family Tree of Composition/Rhetoric.” Featured Session. Conference on  
College Composition and Communication, St. Louis, MO, 22 March, 2012. 

“Pedagogies of Happiness: Teaching about/for Well-Being.” North American Society for Utopian Studies  
Annual Conference, State College, PA, 22 October, 2011. 

“Institutionalizing Happiness: Utopia, Policy, and Subjective Well-Being.” North American Utopian Studies  
Society Annual Conference, Nicosia, Cyprus, 9 July, 2011. 

 “The Happiness Industry: Positive Psychology’s Implications for the Utopian Impulse.” North American  
Society for Utopian Studies Annual Conference, Milwaukee, WI, 30 October, 2010. 

“Collecting Chili Peppers & Evaluating Easiness: How ‘RateMyProfessors.com’ Shapes Power Dynamics in  
(and out of) the Classroom.” Conference on College Composition and Communication, Louisville,  
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KY, 19 March, 2010. 

 “Composing Ourselves: Self-Narratives and Identity Formation in Digital Spaces.” Modern Language  
Association Annual Convention, Philadelphia, PA, 28 December, 2009. 

“Constructing the Digital ‘I’: Subjectivity in New Media Composing.” Conference on College Composition  
and Communication, San Francisco, CA, 12 March, 2009. 

  “‘Kid against Kid’: Conflicting Ideologies of Community and Competitive Capitalism in CBS’s Kid Nation.”  
North American Society for Utopian Studies Annual Conference, Portland, ME, 31 October, 2008. 

“From Nostalgia to Revolution: Resurrecting Dystopia’s ‘Sentimental Archaism.’” North American Society  
for Utopian Studies Annual Conference, Toronto, Ontario, 6 October, 2007. 

 “Narrative as Nonconformance: Composing Resistance in Dystopian Literature.” North American Society  
for Utopian Studies Annual Conference, Colorado Springs, CO, 14 October, 2006. 

 
(Select) Teaching Experience 
 
English Department, New York City College of Technology, CUNY (2012–Present)   
ENG 1101: English Composition I 
ENG 1121: English Composition II 
ENG 2570: Writing in the Workplace 
ENG 2575: Technical Writing 
ENG 3773: Advanced Technical Writing 
ENG 2720: Writing with New Media 
ENG 3760: Digital Storytelling 

ENG 2000: Perspectives in Literature 
ENG 2001: Introduction to Literature I: Fiction 
ENG 2420: Science Fiction 
ENG 3402: Special Topics in Literature  
(Utopias & Dystopias; Self-Help Literature) 
ENG 3404: Literature of Illness and Care 

 
English Department, Queens College, CUNY (2006–2009) 
ENGL 110: College Writing 
ENGL 120W: Writing, Literature, Culture 
ENGL 152W: Great Works American Literature 
ENGL 254: American Literature Survey II 

ENGL 140W/165W: Introduction to Poetry 
ENGL 154W: Great Works of Fiction 
ENGL 265: Introduction to Folklore 

 
(Select) Academic and Professional Service 
 
New York City College of Technology, CUNY 
Faculty Student Library Advisory Council, 2025–Present 
Online Learning Advisory Council, 2024–Present 
Annual City Tech Science Fiction Symposium Committee, 2016–Present 
English Department 

Digital Pedagogy / Instructional Modalities Committee, 2024–Present [Co-Chair] 
Professional and Technical Writing Committee, 2022–Present, 2012–2016 
Writing Studies Committee, 2023–Present 
First Year Writing Committee, 2022–Present, 2012–2015 
Literature Committee, 2016–Present, 2013–2015 

The OpenLab: 2014–2020 [Co-Director] 
College Council 

English Department Delegate, 2016–2019 
Technology Committee, 2016–2019 [Chair, 2017–2018] 
Executive Committee, 2017–2018 
Committee on Committees, 2018–2019 

Emotions and Learning Initiative, 2014–2015 
First Year Learning Communities, 2013–2014 
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Service to the Profession  
North American Society for Utopian Studies 

Web Designer, 2010–Present 
Steering Committee, 2008–Present 
Program Chair, 2023 Annual Conference (Austin, TX) 
Teaching Committee, 2019–Present, 2014–2016, 2009–2011 [Chair, 2008–2011] 

Reviewer for [Utopian Studies,] Digital Humanities Quarterly; Composition Forum 
 
Service to the Community 
Brooklyn Symphony Orchestra, Brooklyn Museum Orchestra-in-Residence, Brooklyn, NY 

First Violinist, 2011–Present 
Board (Recording Secretary), 2020–2022 


